357

Though Apa Saheb had thus quietly obtained
the apparent object of his wishes, in being publicly
acknowledged regent with full powers, he was
still by no means so certain of retaining the quiet
enjoyment of the dignity, as to cease to regard a
subsidiary connexion with the British as a most
desirable measure of security, in the unsettled
state in which he found all around him, The
chief offices of the government were still held by
the ministers of Raghoojee, the greater part of
whom had joined in the conspiracy for his exclu-
sion. There was danger in attempting their im-
mediate displacement, lest they should declare
Pursajee's competency to resume the reins himself;
and, by alarming him with fears for his life, ob-
tain from him a formal revocation of the late
nomination to the regency. The ministers, in-
deed, though professing their ready acquiescence
in the late arrangement, assumed a tone of inde-
pendence by no means compatible with the Asiatic
notion of the deference due from a minister to his
master. Thus Naroba, the Chitnavees, or secre-
tary of state, took an early opportunity to wait
upon the new regent, in order to inform him, that
if he wished to be served zealously by himself, it
would be necessary that the course of foreign po-
licy, pursued by Raghoojee in the latter part of
hjs life, should be maintained; particularly allud-
ing to the communications that had for some time